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" SHERMAN.

COLUMBIA OURS!

Occupation of the Oapi-
tal of South Carolina.

Beauregard Officially Announces that
Sherman Reached the City

on February 17.
CHARLESTON IS BEING EVACUATED.

The Rebels ldnlg that the Occupa-
tion of Columbia Necessitates the
Fall of Charleston,

It is Presumed that Sherman
Will Make Charleston
His DBase.

Rumored Capture of Augusta,
Georgia.

No General Engagement Has
Ocecurred.

REBEL ACCOUNTS OF SHERMAN'S PROGRESS,
&o., &s., &o,

THE OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT.

Besreiaxy Stanton to Major Gemeral Dix. °
Wan DerarTMENT,
Wasamvarox, Feb. 18, 1885. l’

Major General Dix, New York—
_ The announcement of the occupation of Colum-
bla, B C., by General Sherman, and the probable
‘evacuation of Charleston, has been communicated
o the department in the following telegrams just

Teseived from Lieutemant General Grant.
EDWIN M. BTANTON, Becretary of War.

General Grant to Secrotary Stanton.
Ciry Poixr, Feb, 18—4:45 P, M.
_ Hea. E. M. Brawron, War Department:—

The Richmond Dispalch of this morning ssys
Serman enleréd Columbia yesterday wmorning,
and its fall necessilates, it presumes, the fall of
@hariesion, which it thinks is already bdeing
evacuated. U. 8. GRANT,

y Lieutenant General,
BEOOND DESPATCH.
Crrr Pomnr, Va., Feb. 18, 1865,
Hou. B. M. Brawron, War Department: —

The following is taken from to-day's Richmond
Dispotch:— :

Oolambia has fallen] Sherman marched inte and took
possomion of the city yestorday morning. The Intelli-
gm0 vas communicated yestorday by General Beaure-
gard lnan official despatch,

Colunbla s situated on the north bank of the Conga.
peo rives, just below the conflucnce of the Baluda and
Broad rirers.

From General Beauregard's despatch It appears ihat
oo Thursiay evening tho enemy approached the south
bank of the Congaree and threw n number of
shells inb the city. During the night they moved
wp the river, and yesterday morning forded the Saluda
aad Broad dvers. While they were crossing®hese rivers
our (roops under General Beaurcgard, ewncuated
QGolumbia. The enemy soon after ook possession.

Through ptivate scurces we learn that two days ago,
,When it wa decided nol to stlempt the defence of
Columbis, s lrge quautity of medical stores, which it

SHERMAN IN THE HEART OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

Occupation of Oolumbia, the State Oapital-—-Probable Evacuation of OCharleston.

Would they have more stake In the country as (v simen
than o8 plaves? Would they bave a better eanse Lo bght
for a8 freemen than as slas es? 11 80 then ihey would be
elovaled mud made happier by beie made freemen. Lt
00, bhore ix wbolitionirm sgaln—abolitionism pure snd s -
ple. who thus allirm ether are abolLuolsia
in thelr hearts, or else they cam give wo guod
reason why they are pot.  We desire to see this most
argent, practical gt estion cleared and disembarrassod of
theories and arguments.  The thing (o be done is 1o thko
tho slaves und w got their service. 1t would not be Lhe
fisnt thne that slavos have fuught for their country , snd
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tention, Parties who left Columbia on Friday last report
& general belief that Sherman had cut loose from Branch-
ville and was meving towards Kingsville or Columbin
The Congares [has to be crossed befors reaching eliher
place. At Kingsville Bherman would be able to destroy
the Columbis and Charlotte and Wilmington and Man-
chester Rallroads st one and the same Wme. Bul this s
looking very far into the distance and over the head of &
great many uncertaloties.

‘We have but little that s substantial in these speculs-
tions beyond the genoral fact’that Sherman’s main force
has tarned Branchville, and has probably got as far sa
Orangeburg, on the Colfmbia road. The bridge across
the Edisto, which was reported to have been burned by
ouar troops In the face of Bherman's advance, & four miles
on the esst of Midway, and directly om the route to
Orangeburg, Ofteen miles distant,

It is probable that the movements on the road between
Branchville and Augusta are merely of de-
schments of cevalry and raiding The
maln portion of the ememy's army Is, undoubt
edly, that which has demomstrated upen Branch-
ville, Sherman, adventurous as be is, will hardly st-
tempt the simaltaneous capture of Charleston, Augusta
and Columbin, But it may be, If he is permitted to hold
Branchville, Ae will defermine al Ahis leisure whether (o
mone hs main force upon Columbia or Augusia, or lo take
the third cowrse, and go down lo Charleston for a new base

‘waa thought lwwan impossible to remove, were d
e female emjloyes of the Troasury Department hid
Been previouslysent off to Charlotte, N. C., & hundred
miles north of Columbla. We presume the Treasury
Mthographic estaslishment was also removed, although s
0 this we have m positive information.

The fll of Clumbia mecassilates, we presume, the
smacuation of Charlestom, which we think likely is al.
ready In process ol evacuation,

It s impossible b say where Bherman will next dircct
s columna. The pueral opluion is that Ae will go to
Oharission and eslableh o base there; but wo confess wo
@e not see what need he has of a base. It I8 to be pre-
gumed he I8 subsisthg on the country, and he has had
®o baitle W0 exbaust bis ammunition. Beforo leaving
Poranoah be declared his intention to march to Colum-
Bis, thence %o Augusts, and thenoe to Charleston. This
s witerod as & boast aad Lo bide his designs, We are dis-
oed Lo belleve that Ae will ment sfrike al Chariolte, which
s bandred miles north of Columbia, on the Charlotte
snd Columbia Rallroad, or af Florence, 8. €., the junction
of the Columbia and Wimington and the Charleston
and Wimington rallroads, some ninety miles east of
Colambia

There was a report yesterdsy that dwugwsia had alse been
Gnken by (he enemy. This we do not believe.

We have reason Lo feel assured that nearly the whole
of Bherman's army Is ot Columbia, and that the report
hat Bohofield was sdvancing on Augusia was unirus.

The Richmond Wiy says:—

e Charleston Mercury of Baturday announces & brief
seapention of Uhal paper, with & view io iy lemporary re-
wosal o anofher poinl  This Is rendored necemsary by Lhe
progress of military eventa, cutiiog It off from the mall
facilitien for disiribuling s paper o & large portion of
s submeribars, while the lack of transportation renders
s supply of paper precarions

BSemmaes has been made & rear admiral, and will
take eommand of the Jamens river squadron,

U. B. GRANT, Lieutenant General.

REBEL ACCOUNTS.
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The Movement on Columbia,
ERIMMISHING IN FRONT OF THE CITY ON FED. 1.
{From the Richmond Examiner, Feb 18.)

V ¥ L
A Columbla paper of Sunday last emys that General
Beauregard and stafl, conaistiog of Colonel (tey, Colonel
Rice, Captain Beauregard, Captain Ferry and Dr. Brodie,
had arrived in that city, and were stopping st Nickerson's
Hotel there.

The same paper states thaia portiom of the snemy's
forces have erossed the Bouth Edinto at Bennaker's ferry,
and are slowly pushing forward towards the north branch
of that river; and it thioks that the probabilities are that
this movement is mede for the double purpose of cutting
the Columbia and Chariestop road and Wilmington and
Manchestor road at or pear Kingsville. This, however,
is wpeculation; and the facts are only those which were
stated, in another and oMelal form, some days ago.

Lo,

Weo learned ai & late hour last night that a despatch
had been recelved here ln one of the oMoes of the govern-
ment stating that the local force in Columbia bad been
ordered out, snd that . skirmishing was going on wilh the
enemy in the wicimity ¢f (hal city. The dospatch ln dated
the 1dth inst,

The Cavalry Movement Against Augusta.
FURTHER PARTICULARA OF THE CAVALRY BATTLE
AT AIKEN,
[From the Angusta Chronicle, Feb. 1.]

The federals on Thursday morniag were st Windsor,
aboat fteen miles from Alken. i is not kmown in what
force, No movemenis were made by them en Thursday,
Canse of Whis not ascuriained.

Tha troops Ia Whe vicioily of Windser age Kilpatrick's

corpa

1t ia reported thal Generala Bampion and Whesler en-
gaged the enemy on the Mh and 8ib, repulling them ot
all polnte.  Our loss sbout seveniy Rilled, wounded and
missing; thps of the enemy muoch greateg,

The snemy are reporied (0 be meving lowands Lhe
Congaree river.

A gentiaman from Oolambia states that Blocum's corps
s moving on that ety on (hin ride of ihe Ediste. Hin
main line, when last heard from, wan on the raliroad.
1t s wtaded o Oolumbla that Kilpatrick's oorpe i pre-
teeting Slocum's b,

14 ls ascortained (hal Porter b again moving on Charles-
ton. ‘'When hat heard from be was at Groen Pond.’

Tt in oot known where General Bhorman himeel in.
Barowell court house was barned on Monday aight.
The rosds are teeming with vehiclea, stock and all
wwm.l"hiwnm.m

Antieipations Which Were Doemed to
Disappoiniment.

¥ [Frem the Columbia (8 C.) Carolintan, Feb. 12.)
The facts, briefly, are what & portion of \he enemy's
forcem have eromed the Meuth Kdwio st Hennak r's

Sherman's movements in Boulh Caroliua stil) draw st

forry, nnd aro slowly pushing forwand towards the
borth branch of that river, Tho probabilities, briofly,

are that this movement is made for the double purpose
of outting the Columbia and Charleston toad and Wil
mingion and Manchester road st or near Kinguville
This done Eberman will have achisved what he
may deem an important object preliminary to
the cap of Charleston—namely, ihe bisection of
three imporjant branches of supply. Thai he will
succeed In dofng thin we have doubls—very grave doubts;
for we know something of the dangerous operations of an
army in the hands of Beauregard; but admitting Bber-
man's success Lo the extent named, what reason is there
to anticipate an \mmediste sdvance on Columbia?! We
can recall none. True, Columbia is the capital of the
State, the abode df wealth, the thestre of much enter-
prise, but beyond thess attractive features it is
nothing compared to the grander game of Charlps.
ton, em the eapture of which the energiea of
the whole Yankee army below us are now beuk. They
P on Ch from Columbia, and they
will not leave Columbis on & northward march while
Charieston stands.  To belleve it is contrary to commeon
sense, cootrary 0 & knowledge of Sherman's character
and ¢ d determinstion, and y to all military
strategy. Possibly & rald may be made here for the pur-
powe of creating & diversion. [ will nol find ws wnpre-
pared
Long before Columbia falls we look fir a battle ond a
wiclory comm in s q with the great
Interests now at stake—one which will prove that “God
is fighting by our side, although with visor down,” and
that be Aas souchsafed fo South Carolina the proud privi-
lboge of closing as she bagam [his war—in triumph.

The Vallant South Carelinians Propose
to Let Sherman Alone if ke Wil Only
Retire.

[From the Columbis Ourolinian, Feb. 11.)
Whether Sherman’'s objective point I8 Augusta,

Charleston, Columbia or Richmond, or all four, does

nol, to unakilled eyes, yot appear. One thing, however,

ia ceriain, thal every mile of ground the federal army
leaves behind it—provided the latter i promptly met
and attacked ai the proper Lime—is se mach pained fo ua.

We have troops, our gonerala are watchful, and we

firmly beliove that withinYwenty days there will be such a

concentration of srength and asault as will make the Yanles

commander irembls for Ms sqfity.  Tle may be permitied to
mave on our railroads and to p oar , but
rfh-oll'!uhph must be short. The condition of the
country will compel him to go forward or back, and
that right quickly. If he comes forward, a reception
awalts him uslike that which be encountered in bis
careor through  Georgia; If he goes to Charleston, be
may find himeelf aficted (o front and rear; if he re-
turns tho way ho came that will be just whal we ol de
vire him b0 do, and we shall be comiend ls lef him alone. On
the whole, though some bearts sre perturbed with ex.
pectations of a sudden sppesrance of the enemy, we
think the aspect not discouraging, espesially If our peo-
ple will butdo thelr duty. Byall means, whorever

Bherman advances, let him find sothing on which

foad man or beast.

The Rebel Reports of the Dehavier of
Bherman's Troops.
[From the Columbia Guardian, Feb. 11.)

We have conversed with planiers from Barpwell dis
triet, who have made thelr way through (he lines of the
esemy's sdvance, and who represent their conduet
aa sull thoroughly charscteristic of ‘the most brutal
vandaliem. The village sl Bufdrd’s Dridge has been

only robbery,

suit, Pirtols were clapped to the bosora of
mothern and wiven, thie robbers refused 1o
doors and drawery could be unlocked, broke open rat
Tosnly the finest cab and apart dostroyed or
earriod off s ':::"m' and, to enforce their demands,
threstened the house with fire over the heads of the in.
hab.lants, They precinet, W appears, in
acatiered bands of Aftern or iwently, sometimes wit) and
sometimes without any officer, the ofecer in general com
mand of these predatory parties belng nndemiood to ba a
Colonel Rotbine, who ovidently and cminently deservos
that the letter O ghould be rostored Lo hin name, an of
nataral rght betonging to ik He waw prolabily chosen

Tor his work becauks of bis merits an & pioaroan

lrdcko%

Heavy Concentration of Union Tsoops
in North Carolina.

The Rxcfnnge of Prisoners
Practically Resumed,

Lee Calls for a Large Foroe
of Negroes.

They Are to be Placed at His Disposad to
be Used as He Likes,

&c., &c., &e.

Reported Evacnation of Wilmington.
MOVEMENTS OF THE UNION TROOPS [N NORTH CARO-

LINA.
[From the Richmond Dispatch, Feb. 16,

Tt waa o, :rnunlg mwht\u awb'mm
roacvaling e report 18 not confirmed by
official dospateh ived yestorday. The Yankee pa-
mmmi General Terry i stlll in the vicinity of

Flsher, and waiting for Genoral Hoke to attack him.
Hitherto the Yankee bave represantod (1]
expectation of tak: m']mu F *mnd':;m
Ing place. Fort A proves
& more obstrugtion than they had antiol L
0 d of our forces at Goldsboro,

y are concentrating af Newlern, and that they
have with them materials for repairing the raiiroad from
Nowbern to Kinston,

Boouts who came Into Kinston on the night of the 11th
report thal Foster is in command at New , and that
two thourand of the toenth army corps have arrived
there, making the number of troops at the post about five
th d 1 in d, and bolieved, in Kinson that
the enemy have landed iwo locomotives and two trans-
port loads of rallrond fron st Morebead City. It 8 not
apprehended in Kinston that the enemy deaign an carly
movemont in that direetion,

The !m-#d of Prisoners.
the Rich Examioer, Feb. 10.)
Mgre two th d Confi pri bave
been retarned to Richmond the reinstitu-
tion of the sxchange. The wopt down yoster-
day, expectig to bring o s landing aboat
one thoussnd we learn that
u?wu&llwﬁhﬁ " roule M“ ,thn {
Lad w0 A

of our m«n far of these men been
drawn the st Polot Lookont, and the most

distant prisons bawre their turn served last.
hlnimﬂww populous of the Yankre

Negro Soldiers.

LEE CALLS POR A LARGN PORCE OF NEGROES.
[From the Richmond , Feb, 15.]
The jdea of ying negroes to hdli.in the defence
of thelr homoes greally in puplic mind;
yaod the atroclous witimatum of the ene.
otho I r.c..u“'or“'“..m. R Sad ssing ut
o Im Te pe ¥ u nsing
the elements of whioh we cam possibly command,
It is also very well known that Geneml Les, who has

- the powers and mmn}bmuuntuemrd-ln-
Chl urgendy ocalls a large foree nagroes W be
rhel'l ot his dilpou]ﬁ:rin beuudmw&u 1o his bost
nd}l::nt The coun'ry will no! venhure lo deny lo Gene
r‘ o in the present positiou of affeirs, anything Le may

In the President's mepsage at the opening of the pre.
sent eenslon We supject was most iojudiciously presented
for the first tima to prblie sttoation, coupled as Y] was
with a suggestion that emancipation might be Leld out
to negro soldiers a8 a reward for faithful service. This
tu#;ulion was puld, and justly eald, to contain and to
*al the whole d of abolitlon; 1 ; if emam-
cipation bo a “reward’ to nogroes, then freedom i &
batter mate for negroes than fMavery. But in repiy to thin
It was urged they think ita boon and a blessing; thew
will deem it & reward, and will give more zeolons sod
faithful service tu the hope of It This implies that we
the white race, are no longer to judge for negroes, bu
leave them to for themselven; that we are not only
to withdraw our care and guidance from them, but also
to choat them, by holding out to them as a blessing that
which we know would prove a curse.  This, therefure, s
also abolition; and the worse sort of abolition, bocause it
would b abandonment of the negro race in this country
o misery and eventual extirpation: it is abolition, not
of n slavery only, but of negroes also,

Burh were the obvious reflections which oocurred Lo
thoughtlul minds on secing the surgestion In the Presi.
dent’'s mossage; and up to this time the judgments of
men upon the whole measare, ag 8 practical measure,
have born disturbed by the introduction of topics which
rased a question of morals and right S0 fur as right
and morality are concorned, the pogition of the Soathern
people is and has been impregoable.  They feel that the
relation of master apd slove has been a blewsing to
the alave; that they have profiteg the negro ree mueh
more than (hat race has ewer profiled thom; and what
{8 more, they know that they, tho plonters qf the South,
are the ml’, defence qf the negross agatnad thal sanguinary
Nerthern ¥ philanthrcpy (F) which would degrite them of
the protection of owuers, in arder that thoy may disap.
pear from tbe faco of tho earth and leave their place
open fo mirrable white lalorers working fir the mini-
mum of daily bread. Upon every ground of jusiies
and bumanity, thie Southern people feols  Itsell
entitled, and Indeod bound, w0 hold e existing re.
Iatlon with the black moe, so0 long w8 possible
If compelled by the strong vecessity of sell preser
vation to absndon or to modi{y that relation, It
will be under strong protest, and taking heaven and
earth to witness that the blood of those stmplo creatures
does Dot stain our hande

It in also very certain that negroes are not intended for
soldiern, and unll never Aght when they cam aveid if; and
that ¥ we oould but collect and bring back the absentoes
without leave, now on the rolls of our armies, we should
never have to consider the project of alloying with this
base waterial the pure metal of our Confederate rank:

Yet, when all this has becn said, stilt comes Lack the
urgent question, how to meel the formidable and multi
tn'al.nou howts of p vindictive Invader this very epring?
and also the not loge urgent demand of the grest soldier
on whom we all depend to command our armies, for

wer Lo use B in defence of the couniry. ho

po
1l take the res iy of hl.z that

“ hn ~ a? MI{I b?f. ore Ia m”m o
1 e L] L

;‘ P!!w-hu j:ﬂvmu:l Umid this -ln jom: Ita

w‘ tq&?n_n_l.bm‘

m mt? .g o in
e i g e

of view.

PRIRONRRA BENT 70O OUR LINRS FROM RICWMOND.
From the Richmond Examioer, Feb. 10

One fivo hundred and Yankee pri-
sanors of war, including one ed oMoer—Liru.
tenant !ﬂl'l'l{.-“lﬂﬂ.lh Mampehire regiment, &
Dosiage who been held fn confinement for several
mon wero aent down the river ;rl\qmut. The Allic
son carriad down four hondred and te Beliulte four bou-
du!!d and u«mﬂ.

n view o rnwnlln exchange, seventeen hun
dred are “:’«n down from Dm‘-ﬁ:e (o day, with a
number of o

Operntions on the Petersbury Lines.
[From the Richmond Dinpatch, Feb 1]

There win & canuonade of several lourm duration on
o r lofl, near the Appomesttox, on Wedn-mlay evening
With this exeeption nothing of moment oecurred.  On
the Peterstmrg, lines picket Aring has, by the Leeit

conrent  of Al partbes, vory much  dlackened
within the past few dayn o enEmy ate qumt in ther
Mmitrenehmenks on Matebinr's ran. Theomg hont Monitay
pight the rombdiog of wagoom nnid art §or b len

o, I

Grant's linew, (0 Lo i igliborhood of Dvep Do

'a Mdﬂﬂmmah..‘cmut“l Iurm
viding every oconll muy preacribing (orma
and restrictions; and consequance In that Wme
pasaen, and the needfnl thing sull remaing to be done
An we have & eommander-in-chief—an thik specion of
forea im 1o be croated ol Mie express poquest, and as he
will have the care of urpuulni and diw —
something should be trustd o bis discrotion.  Apd
with this view we should wreatly approve the simple
amendment proposcd on  Toesday, etscting  “that
the General in-Chilel bo and s bereby Invested with
the fuil power fo call into the service of the
Confederate Btotes, to perform any Jduty wo which he
may smign them, s many  of the  able bodied
wlaven within the Confederte Einter, ax, in his Judg-
went, the exigrnoien of the public serviee may require.’
Thie makes no allusdon to the future stetus of the slaves
wo o be amployod.  Congess cannod change that statas
nwor empover the Gensoal to ehange It Therefore it
loaven all that for Muture eomsifertion In State Log s
Intnren. It also avolds o)l specinl provyisos as to the
!Iﬂ-]vﬂﬂlllll of those taken Ivom a partienlar plantation to
howe Who are LR trusting that fo the prae ical sdgaciiy

and Justics of Geperal Lee  JU clothon him with great
pewer, and lomd= Lim with heary responsibiliy I b
b willing 1o wiold thl power. and shoulder that
Fromeil

Wy, in the mnroe of Ged ¥ o hom have them

It hae beon won ponnrall supned nit thi
thatier il L un i Pl TRy l.." LS ol
the douutry witliout preminng them ire

v e

Vo Mg
edoin,  Whyt

certaluly negro sluves have o far strooger Interest in do-
fending u country where llw_{l bave a master aod pro-
tector nnd on ussured home than one o which Ly
would be left exposed, without defence, to the eruel be.
nevolence of Yankee abolitloniete, If we mog’ une ne-
groes i dolence of our Lo v, lef o 8 dv go; bat, for their
nake as well an for our own, ket us keware of givicg any
conscnt or adiesion o the doetrine that p oplo of that
ruce galn by being turned wild—or “wade iree,' ¥ we
are o use Lhat iuproper Yankee cant.

General Lee's Idea of the Situation.
HE FEELH NO AFPHEHENSION ADOUT TUR IBRUE OF
THE WAR.

[From the Richmoud Whig, Feb. 16
We copy from the Petersburg Epresi of yestorday,
the following mteresting correspond uee, which “sposks
for itself "' The declarstion to u'hmll Goneral W
refers ls a declaration o favor of the rm-e-:ulwn of e

war until our independence is achi ved:—
EADQUARTERS, Wise's DR
TrENOm® NEAR PETER: BUnc, Va, Feb, 1, 15&.

i To General Rosgrr E Lik, Commanding, &¢.—

GuxgnaL-—The foregoing i cluratwon of sentiments was
yesterday, the 31t duy of January, ult,, adopted In genc-
ral meoting of the offievrs and men of thiv brigade, with
but very few (some two or three) dissenting volees, aud
thoee dilfering but Little, and more a8 1o forms of expres-
slon than ae Lo the matler.

l.‘lin person, Eubmitted the subject to the brigade, and
took the volte, which was pearly unaniwous o faver of
the declaration a8 pow presentid, They bhave requested

fidence in you u# a patriol and ther commander-in.chief,

\ me o forward them Lo you a2 an expression of their con-

| and us ao assurance of their d:votion (o the eause of

thelr country. This [ take great pleasure in doing, und
| 1 am, mosi rolptfilglhllzvour obedient servan

A WISE, Brigudier General,
Hrapgranrens, Anxy Noxrugen ViRGivia, }
Fi 035,

ch. 4, 1
Brigadier General Hever A, W, &:mmun&m;, ke i—
GENERAL:—] have received the declaration of prin-
ciples and rights made by your brigade, und return my
thanks to yoursell, your officers and men, ‘The Fpirit
evineed in this document is the true one,  1f our people
will gustain the noble soldiers of the confederacy and
evince the eame resolution and fortitude under their
trials which have characterized the aricy, J el no appre-
Rension abow! the 1 rue of thu con'es’. | do nul see how we
can, by spy compromise or negotiation, abste aught of
the rights claimed in this admirable declarstion wilbiout
s surrender of the liberues we derived from our ances
re.
As long as our soldiers mré an'mated by such sentl-
ments and |u|.|g:m-d by the couptry, 1 belivve that our
overthrow i beyond Lhe power of the ewemy. Very
respectfully, your obedivot servaot
R. E LEE, Geberul

SHENANDOAH.

Cavalry Expedition Up the
Valley.

THE CAROLINA IRON WORKS DESTROYED.

IXot Bkirmishing with the Rebel
Oavalry,
77 &y

Mr. Charles H. Farrell's Despatehes.

Wiscumeren, Va,, Feb, 17, 1885.
@eneral Sheridan recently oblained information that
the rebel mililary authorities were Industriously work-
ing an iron furnace in the "upper valley, conveying Lhe
fron after it was worked to Blauntou, from theoce per
raliroad to Richmond, where the iroa was fabricaied into
shot snd shell for the rebel army. The rew was con-
wveyed in uleighs from the furnace 0 Btaunlon. General
Sheridan placed Lhe matter in the hands of Major Gene-
ral Merrity, temporary commander of the cavalry corps,
who st onoe devised an expedition to desiroy the rebel
Iron worka.

For this duty » detachment of thres hundred picked

men of the First dnd Sixth regiments of Michigan cav-
alry, under the d of Li t Colonel Max-
well, of the first named reglment, were detalled. The
command left camp near Ahis town at dusk on the even.
ing of the 15th inst., proceeding up the maln walley
pike, over ronds covered with sgow, so that it was with
dificulty the correct route could be pursued. The com-
mand passed through Kernstown, over Hog run, through
Newtown and Middietown, passing the battle Gold of the
19th of October, crossed Cedar ereck, pussed throngh
Bugasburg, Fisher's Hill apd Round Top, over Tom's
Bank, Pew's oreek and through Woodstock, all without
molestation, until they reachod a point within threo
miles of Edinburg.
The troops marched all night.  Plankers, and advance
and rear guards were thrown out, and everything kept
well in hand to prevendt surprise or sudden atluck. The
point above named was renchied ot three o'clock, A. M.,
when the advance guard came Lo the Ehenandoah river,
and were fired upon by a rebel pleket stationed on the
opposite pide, near the bridge.  Our troops soon  discov.
ered that the planks had been taken ap from the bridge,
The river wae high, and not fordable, #0 that planks wers
speodily procured, the bridge repuircd, and onr troops
eroesed, the enetny's plekets, which had gathiered in
conslilerable numbers, disputing the passage by & con-
#taut fusllnde,

Om reaching the sonth gide of the river a now obstacls
presented Heelll in the shape of n stroog ron wire fence
thrown aeross the rond, and o obscure that it was not
discovered until our troopers’ horses ran against it The
removal of these obstacion oorapied but a short Lime, as
the troops moved with alacrity and good will.  The com
wand then pushied on, hoping to surprise the reserve or
main body of the rebels, which were supposed to he
within a half mile of the river.  Our troops push o un
b a rapld trot, proceeded three miles beyand the river,
but the maln body of the rebels did not discover them
wolven.  Three of our men were wounded, one of them
mortally, whike repairing the bridge.

Our troopm romuined sk Edinburg until eloven A. M.
on the 18th, gathering such  information an  mght con-
duen to the success of Lhe expedition

The command was then  divided, one-hall rotarning
down the Valley pike, and the other hall proceeding
throngh Fort Gap, between Three Top Mountain  snd
Peaked Ridgo, ton paint on . Water Lick  ereek, 1o the
Carolina Iron Furnace—the objective puint of the expe
dition, The fu=ace wae 0 (ol Mast, and  hundreds of
tons of iron ore and  smelted iron were found on the
ground. The hands at wotk at the furosee fod ot
the approach of our  troope The bulldings
and machinery for carrying on the works were
destroyed.  Thin sccomplished, our second H"“ of
wroops  returned  home by the way of Hlg  Fort
valloy. On the route rebel goerillas and detachimonts of
reguiar troops were seen and eng by ourtroops. A
pumber of the rebels were nnsaddled and seversl eap
wred.  The command made a Junction with the other
detachment that evening, near Codar croek, on the valloy
road,

The detachment that returned by the valley pike, ne.
companying which was Captan Martindale, of Genera)
Torbert s staff, and Lisutenant Daker, of General Mer.
ritts stall, weee not wo fortunate,  After they lo't Edin.
burg they were pursued by & squadron of one hundred
rebel cavalry soldiern. Al tUmes they atiacked our
rear guard vigorously ; when our men would sand 1o
repel the sttack the robels would hesitate st our fire. AL
onn tme they charged between our man body and our
rear guand of fourteen men, among whom was Capiain
Martindale, Our men, seviong their safety was in thelr
determination, charged the rebols and woined the msin
furre

Passing  through Woodrtock—which wan done afier
dark—our Lrog caplured quite & oumber of borees.
Our troupe resched their camp after dark lae® night,

The result of the expedition may be mimmed up as (ol
lown —The dest of & valuable iron furnece, from
which the rebels were getling oat from sixty Lo ooe
hondred tons of lron per day for military purposes,
capturing Dfieen rebel soldicrs, killing and wounding
nsovoral others 3

Our loe= wea trifiing, Captain Martindale's ordorly
wan captirsd,  Our wonnded were brought Jnto camp

Our troaps behaved with gallantry, and |k was owing
1o thin fact that the expedition was wmecens(ul.  The time

din accompiishing the work was & litlle over
twenty four hours, and ihe distance travelled noarly

weventy miles

Hnm{ of 1he rehel prisunem report Lhat the main body
of Whe rebel troaps in the valley are at Bisunton. Many
of 1o rebols are alwent oD fllﬂuurll. with orders to e
port to their commanin by March

Nine gueri/lue were captured Inst night near the Win
chvester s Martinsburg pike, sortb Blevenson's de-
pot.  Thelr horees and eqipmenia were also caplured.
The ervdit of thik allne belongs to the regular eavalry
bt fpraade

It = emowing fn this section of the valley.

e,

Wisenmren, Va, Peb 10900 A M.
A party of ont sconis haa just returned from an s1pe-
Lon up the ealley, bringing with them quits & nnmber
¢ prieenete, mmong whom e Colonel Then Masscy, ol
the Tocilth Virgiols rebel cavalry,




